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Dear Students and Parents, 
 
Welcome to AP Literature and Composition!  For our summer reading and writing work, I have 
chosen two novels written in verse.  I’d like you to pick one.  Feel free to read about them, to read 
reviews, or to read an excerpt before making your decision.  Parents, if you have questions about 
why these books were chosen or have reservations about your child reading either of these books, 
please email me at beckerr@leb.k12.in.us.   
 
I haven’t chosen these books because they are difficult; rather, they are quick reads that can help us 
capture our voices as writers and our eyes and ears as readers.  I want you to express yourself.  I want 
you to enjoy what you’re reading.  I want you to be thoughtful and imaginative.  I want you to have 
ownership and creative freedom.   
 
Please choose one of the following books to read.  You may choose to read them both, but you are 
expected to just pick one.  Please acquire a physical copy of this book either by purchasing it or 
renting it from the public library.  You will need to bring your book for the first three weeks of 
school. 
 
The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 
 
As a side note, both of these books have audiobooks narrated by the author.  They are very good.  
You may consider listening as well as reading.   
 

 
Your task this summer is to read one of these books and to write.  Please follow the instructions on 
the back of this page.  If you have any questions or would like feedback on your work over the 
summer, you may email me at beckerr@leb.k12.in.us.  I’m here to help. 
 
Bring your book and all your written pieces (typed and printed) with you to the first day of 
class. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
         
          Ms. Becker 
 
 
 



Begin by reading the book.  Read it fast or read it slowly.  Read it once or more than once.  
If you own the book, feel free to underline some of your favorite lines or to react in the margins. 
 
Then.  Write. 
 
Writing Task #1 
 
Collect quotes from your book.  As you read, keep a collection of quotes, phrases, or lines from 
poems that strike you in some way.  You may know exactly why you like something or you may 
have no idea; perhaps it just catches your attention.  Make a quote sheet by typing the phrases you 
like in a list. 
 
Writing Task #2 
 
Write 10 original poems.  You might find this task overwhelming, but don’t let it overwhelm you.  
Sometimes a poem will come to you as you sit down with paper in hand.  Sometimes you may type a 
few lines into your phone when inspiration strikes while you’re at work.  Poems come from many 
origins and develop in many ways.  
 
Explore different types of poetry:  blank verse, free verse, haiku, sonnet, spoken word, reverse poem, 
limerick, elegy, and so on and so on.  Look up more! 
 

à Each poem must have a title. 
à Each title must be a title from one of the poems in your book.  The poems can be about 

anything you want, but connect to the title in some way. 
à Each poem must be an original composition in any style of your choice. 

 
You may draft your poems as many times as you like, but you will have 10 final poems, 
typed and formatted to your liking.   

 
Prepare to read two of your poems to the class. 

 
Writing Task #3 
 
Dear Will, 
Dear Xiomara, 
 
Compose a letter to the lead character from your book.  Write the letter from you.  Say what you 
want.  Share what you want.  Connect.  Your format should be that of a personal letter.   
 
Writing Task #4 
 
Write a personal essay.  The title of your essay will be “If You Really Knew Me.” 
 
Decide what you want to share about what makes you who you uniquely are.  Your voice should be 
present in your writing.  In other words, this will have a more personal, conversational tone than a 
formal essay.  You should still groom your writing, experimenting with word choice, sentence 
structure, and overall composition.  Discover your own voice as a writer. 


